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Proclaiming Jesus Christ to the World! 
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VOICE OF TRINITY 

 

A Season of Holy Anticipation  

a Call to Serve 

Dwane Tyson 
 

Do you remember that feeling of waiting for Christmas morning when you were 

young? That spark of wonder… the flutter in your chest… the whispered hope 

that something good—something long-awaited—was about to burst into the 

world? 

For many of us, that sense of holy expectation began the moment the Advent 

wreath appeared in church—almost magically—as if it arrived on angel wings. 

Each candle, lit week by week, became its own countdown to joy. And with every 

verse of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” our hearts grew fuller as we waited for 

the birth of Jesus. 

Those memories remain in us still. As the song tells us, it truly was “the most 

wonderful time of the year”—a season wrapped in awe, wonder, and the childlike 

delight of knowing that God was drawing near. 

And truth be told, not much has changed. Even now, as a wife, mother, 

grandmother, and pastor, Advent continues to fill me with that same bright 

mixture of joy and reverence. Each role carries its own kind of waiting, its own 

way of preparing, yet all of them are grounded in the same truth: the birth of this 

child continues to shape our lives and call us to serve. 

This year, that sense of anticipation has taken on an even deeper meaning. My 

heart is full—overflowing, really—as I witness God’s love unfolding in the life of 

someone we cherish. This Advent, we wait with that same holy wonder as we 

watch Dwane Tyson step forward in faith, answering a call that has long been 

stirring within him. It feels, in its own beautiful way, like watching the first light 

of Christmas morning break open—full of promise, full of God’s unfolding grace. 

This year at Trinity, we share in a special, joy-filled anticipation as Dwane enters 

the discernment process for ordained ministry in the ELCA. His journey reflects 

the heart of Advent—a time of listening, hoping, wondering, and trusting that 

God is preparing something new. 

Just as children wait with hearts open and glowing with possibility, Dwane waits 

with courage and humility. He stands at the threshold of God’s unfolding call, 

carrying both excitement and reverence as he steps forward in faith. His “yes” 

echoes the quiet expectancy of Christmas Eve: something holy is taking shape, 

and God is already in it. 
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From Our Pastor (continued) 
 

In Dwane’s faithful waiting, we glimpse the very essence of Advent— Christ drawing near, the Spirit 

stirring, and new light ready to break into the world. 

Through the years, we have watched Dwane’s call blossom.  We have witnessed his journey of faith and how 

that journey has given voice to his “yes” to God’s call to serve as an ordained pastor.  The Congregation 

Council responded to Dwane’s call with a unanimous and wholehearted recommendation for Dwane to enter 

the ELCA Candidacy Process. Their decision wasn’t simply procedural—it was radiant.  It was filled with 

excitement, pride, gratitude, and deep affection. There was a shared sense of awe, the kind that reminds us 

we are standing on sacred ground. 

Their affirmation became a moment of celebration in itself—a story of a congregation recognizing God’s 

gifts in one of its own, rejoicing in the light he brings, and lifting him up with love and blessing. 

May this Advent rekindle in all of us that childlike wonder—the kind that knows Christmas morning is 

coming, and with it, the promise that God is doing something beautiful among us. 

 

 

 

 
Honor/Memorial  

Christmas Poinsettias 
Honor or memorialize a loved one this Christmas Eve by donating a poinsettia plant to be 

placed on the altar during Trinity’s Christmas Eve services.  Your loved one’s name will be 

listed in a special insert in the Christmas Eve service bulletin.  
 

Envelopes for including your information and donation can be found on both tables in the 

Narthex.  Please return your envelope to the offering plate or church office no later than 

Sunday, December 21st. 
 

May you enjoy a very Merry Christmas! 
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December 
2025 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturd
ay 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
  Choir 10:30am 

3pm - Colors Jax 
(H.O.M) 

 

 

      

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Worship – ReSource 
9am & Traditional 
11am   

Quilters 9am  
MOT 8:30 am 

Choir 10:30am 
Circle Meeting – 12:00 

pm 
Council Meeting – 6:30 

pm 

 

 Food Pantry 4-6pm Food Pantry 10am-
12pm 

NFAN (H.O.M) – 12pm 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Worship – Combined 
10am Service  
Congregational – 11am 

 

Quilters 9am 

 

Choir 10:30am 
 

 Food Pantry 4-6pm 
Lunch Bunch- 

11:30am 

 

Food Pantry 10am-
12pm 
 

 

21 22 23 Christmas Eve 24 Christmas Day 25 26 27 
Worship– Combined 
10am Service  
Children’s Message 
during service followed 
by Potluck 

Quilters 9am Choir 10:30am Worship – Family 
Service 5:30 & 
Traditional 9 pm 
Office Closed   

Office Closed Food Pantry 10am-
12pm 

 

 

28 29 30 New Year’s Eve 31 New Year’s Day 1 2  
Worship – Combined 
10am Service  

    

Quilters 9am Choir 10:30am Office Closed Office Closed Food Pantry 10am-
12pm 
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Katrina Williams - Kids Christmas 
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The Choir practices on Tuesdays at 
10:30 am.    

 
All are welcome! 

 

We are excited to announce that Trinity’s 
Website is no longer “under construction.” 

Check Trinity out at: trinity4jax.org 
Scan QR Code to donate! 

 
 
 
 

Heartfelt thank you to Dustin Moore for 
being Trinity’s Construction Manager! 

 

Kaika Asian Fusion Restaurant 
1012-1 Margaret St. 

Jacksonville, FL 32204 
(904) 355-5168 

 

 
 

December 12, 2025 – 11:30am 
 
 

 

 

Trinity Lunch Bunch  
DECEMBER’S DESTINATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The December  

Love Offering will go to 

Sulzbacher Center 

We meet on the second Monday of each month to handle general maintenance, minor 

repairs, and light clean-up around the church. We start at 8:30 with a light breakfast 

and good fellowship. All are welcome—no skills needed. Even if you’re not handy, come 

help, hold tools, or just supervise! 

Groups, Gatherings, & Announcements 

 

Want a space to talk about life and faith in a real way? The Takeaway is a relaxed, community-led    

Bible study where we can share honest thoughts, ask questions, and explore how the week’s Gospel    

connects to our everyday lives. There’s no pressure-just real conversation, open hearts, and a 

chance to grow in faith together. Come as you are, bring your curiosity, and join the discussion.  
 

Join us each Sunday at 10:10 in the Cecil Poole room! 
 

 *If you’re interested in leading the lesson, there is a sign-up sheet in the Hall of Memories 

 

*Sign up in the Hall of Memories. *Call Kim with any changes: (904)635-9104 

 
Important Dates & Events… 

Sunday December 7th 

 Second Sunday in Advent – Services at 9am & 11am. 

Sunday December 14th 

Third Sunday in Advent – Combined Service at 10am followed 

by Congregational Meeting. 

Sunday December 21st 

Third Sunday in Advent – Combined Service at 10am. Children’s 

Christmas program during service followed by a potluck. 

Wednesday December 24th 

Christmas Eve Service – Family Service at 5:30pm – Traditional  

Service at 9pm. Office will be closed 

Sunday December 28th 

Fourth Sunday in Advent – Combined Service at 10am - Lessons 

& Carols.       

Wednesday December 31st 

New Year’s Eve – Office will be closed. 
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Trinity Food Pantry 

Highlights 
 

 

 

Trinity Food Pantry Highlights 
 

 

 

 
Here’s a recap of activity for November 2025: 

 
 

We have seen a significant increase in new patrons to the Food Pantry because of funding 

issues with SNAP benefits and changes in eligibility requirements. 90 New families have 

come to the pantry the first three weeks of November. 

 
 

65 Different Volunteers Served at the Community Food Panty during November 2025:     

 
 

Date                     Patrons    Family Members   # of Zip Codes 
Nov 6th – 7rth                 243                  862                          21 
Nov 13th - 14th               260                  844                          20 
Nov 20th – 21st              263                  859                           22 
Nov 28th (est.)               150                  450                           20          
Total                             916                 3,015                          27 
 
 

Thank you to all the Trinity Members and neighbors that have volunteered their time and 
voluntarily donated food and money to the food pantry. We have provided food to an 
estimated 11,838 Families year to date during 2025. This exceeds the total 10,744 Families 
that received food during 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 


